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SHEET METAL MEMBER HAVING AN 
ANNULAR PERIPHERAL WALL AND 
A METHOD OF THICKENING AN 
ANNULAR PERIPHERAL WALL OF 
THE SHEET METAL MEMBER 
(AS AMENDED) 
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RESPONSE 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The following amendments and remarks are submitted in response to the Office 
Action of September 15, 1998. 

AMENDMENTS 

IN THE CLAIMS: 


5. (Five Tirhes Amended) A method of forming a thickened annular peripheral 
wall of a sheet metal member,\comprising the steps of: holding the sheet metal member and 
forming from the sheet metal member a base plate , a stepped portion and a flange-shaped portion 
connected integrally by [a] the stepped portion with an outer periphery of the base plate; inserting 
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